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trodueed to the subject of American history, and undoubtedly the pro- 
fessorial influence so potent in the councils of the American historical 
association had in mind the needs of such fledglings in the science of his- 
tory ; but except to make possible the purchase of copies of scarce tracts 
by numerous libraries, thus appeasing the appetite of uncritical his- 
torians other than college freshmen, the series as a whole falls below the 
service to the real historians of the country which its excellence in other 
ways should have performed, for real historians do not care to use trans- 
lations without consulting the originals, and traveling Americans as they 
are they can easily secure access to those original English books and 
pamphlets which form the great bulk of the volumes in the series. The 
series is no doubt a monument to the ascendency of the college professor 
in the American historical association. 

The two volumes under review show the excellence of those that have 
previously appeared. The general editor can be congratulated on the 
high standard of editorial apparatus which he maintains in all which he 
puts out. Mr. Bolton has wisely chosen "to illustrate with some full- 
ness the cardinal episodes in the history of the region and period cov- 
ered, rather than to treat more lightly a larger number of topics." The 
result of this choice is to leave "the history of the seventeenth century 
New Mexico almost a blank after its founding by Ofiate." An excellent 
map compiled by the editor of the Spanish explorations during the 
period forms the frontispiece and besides there are reproductions of two 
original Spanish maps. The new matter that is printed makes the vol- 
ume a real contribution to the subject. 

Miss Kellogg has not undertaken to publish anything new, nor did the 
field of her editing lend itself readily to such originality. After the 
explorations of such well-known men as Jolliet, La Salle, and Tonti — 
whom she calls Tonty — were given adequate space in well-known and 
oft reprinted narratives, there was left little space for less known 
documents. She has, however, given us a revised translation of St. 
Cosme's letter, for which western historians will be greatly indebted. 
The reproduction of the map of the Mississippi country made after the 
discoveries of Joliet and Marquette which has never before been repro- 
duced adds greatly to the value of the volume. 

C. W. A. 

Economic and social beginnings of Michigan. A study of the settlement 
of the lower peninsula during the territorial period, 1805-1837. By 
George Newman Puller, Ph.D. [Michigan historical publications, 
University series, I] (Lansing: Michigan historical commission, 
1916. 630 p. $1.00) 
Like the State historical society of "Wisconsin, the Michigan historical 

commission has inaugurated the publication of a series of monographic 
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studies, the initial volume of which sets a standard that promises much 
for the value of the series, both in scholarship and significance to west- 
ern history. In subject matter likewise a parallel may be drawn between 
the initial volumes of the Wisconsin and the Michigan series. The for- 
mer is an intensive study of economic conditions in a typical western 
state, Wisconsin, during the civil war decade. In the latter Mr. Fuller 
has made a painstaking and scholarly study of the beginnings of the 
history of Michigan as "an agricultural commonwealth under American 
institutions. ' ' Confining himself to the period 1805 to 1837, he has de- 
voted himself mainly to the economic and social factors in the develop- 
ment of the lower peninsula. The year 1837 marks not only the close of 
a distinct political period, but also, as a result of the financial crisis of 
1837, the end of a distinct economic period in Michigan history. The 
period to which the study is limited comprehends the beginnings of the 
social and economic history of Michigan, with the exception, as the author 
notes, of the fur trade. The monograph is, as the author claims, a ' ' pio- 
neer attempt, ' ' for in other works on the history of Michigan the factors 
which here form the central theme are merely incidental. The author 
modestly offers his treatise simply as an introduction to the subject, not 
as an exhaustive study. Not a few topics, necessarily briefly discussed, 
seem to deserve considerable further investigation. But the work as a 
whole is well proportioned, and may well serve as a model for similar 
studies in other western states. 

Two introductory chapters treat with considerable definiteness the 
physical conditions and general influences which materially affected the 
social and economic development of the whole region. The opening chap- 
ter, in particular, presents a valuable geographical background for the 
detailed studies of localities which follow. The greater part of the book 
is devoted to the factors involved in the settlement and growth of the six 
natural areas of settlement in the lower peninsula. These are the east- 
ern shore, the first inland counties, the St. Joseph valley and the Chicago 
road, the Kalamazoo valley and Territorial road, the Saginaw country, 
and the Grand river region. This division appears to be logical, and the 
unity of the work as a whole is considerably strengthened by the inclu- 
sion of summarizing chapters, and an elaborate series of plates illustrat- 
ing graphically the growth and division of counties, the organization of 
townships, Indian land cessions, routes of travel, and other matters. 
The index must be resorted to, however, in order to unify some subjects. 
Under lumbering, agriculture, or manufacturing, for example, one must 
find references in the index to the development of the industry in all the 
areas treated. One of the two concluding chapters is a general study of 
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the sources and character of the population. This chapter forms an in- 
teresting picture of the frontier characteristics of the period. 

The volume conforms rigidly to the accepted canons of historical work- 
manship. The text is bulwarked by upwards of two thousand footnotes ; 
the table of contents occupies thirty-one pages, the appendix thirty-four, 
the bibliography fifty, the index thirty-six, the plates twenty-nine, the 
acknowledgments and preface seven. Despite the somewhat formidable 
appearance which it engenders, this elaborateness adds considerably to 
the usefulness of the work. The bibliography, containing some seven 
hundred titles, is conveniently classified. The author has worked largely 
with materials that are difficult to use scientifically. For example, coun- 
ty and other local histories, as well as pioneer reminiscences, have been 
extensively utilized. In the writing of social history materials of this 
character are often the only recourse of the student, and if used crit- 
ically may be of great value. The author lists forty-three local his- 
tories, all of which he has used. These sources, as in the study of the 
settlement of the inland counties of Oakland, Washtenaw, and Lenawee, 
for example, appear to have been used with careful discrimination, and 
have yielded excellent results. A number of happily chosen illustrations 
add to the interest and value of the text. 

In his preface the author states that his aim has been "to be logical, 
accurate and clear, rather than literary." In general this aim has been 
successfully carried out. The work is an important contribution to the 
history of Michigan and of the west. Other volumes in the University 
series will be awaited with interest. 

Theodore C. Blegen 

Land tenure in the United States with special reference to Illinois. By 
Charles Leslie Stewart, Ph.D., instructor in economics, university of 
Illinois. [University of Illinois studies in the social sciences, vol. 
v, no. 3] (Urbana: university of Illinois, 1916. 135 p. $0.75) 
This monograph covers a field Avhich is likely to become more intensive- 
ly worked in all the states, especially in those which have been formed out 
of the public domain. With reference to Illinois the treatment of Mr. 
Stewart is very thorough, but the preliminary chapter upon land tenure 
in the United States as a whole is merely a sketch. The chapter title 
makes this plain but the book title perhaps leads the reader to expect 
more. As to Illinois, the treatment is arranged under four heads : (1) 
tendencies in the agricultural economy of Illinois; (2) changes in land 
tenure; (3) a description of farm operations; (4) the relation of tenure 
to rural economy and social conditions. The work is largely buttressed 
with statistics, in many eases graphically presented, particularly in three 



